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WRITING PROMPT

Using all of your five senses, describe a
world without prisons. What would such a
world look like? Smell like? Feel like? Taste
like? Sound like? Spend- about 500 words
describing this world. Use language that is
as descriptive and specific as possible. For
instance, the word "food" gives a general idea,
but the word “peach” gives a more specific idea.
“The fuzz of a peach” is even more specific.
“The allergic itch of peach skin against my up-
per lip” feels even more vivid. Once you have

- finished, walk away from the draft. Later (per-

haps the next day), re-read what you wrote and

underline your favorite words, phrases, images,

and sounds from that poem. Then, put these
words and phrases and images into a word bank
so that you can re-cycle them. In other words,
write something completely new - a poem or
story - that uses these words. It can be on any

subject you wish, and you can put the words in
- any order you wish. Embrace nonsense. Make
something that you find beautiful, funny, mov--

ing, or weird, using your own favorite bank of
words. '

CONTINUED ACTION AGAINST POLICE

In the two months since our last issue
of this newsletter, protests against the police
and white supremacy have showed no sign
of slowing down. Demonstrations in Milwau-
kee have continued to occur every day, as has

been the case in other cities around the coun- A

try. Recently the federal Department of Jus-

~ tice declared Portland, Seattle, and New York

City “anarchist jurisdictions” on orders from
Trump to block funding into “lawless zones”.

- This comes after continuous uprisings against

oppression in those cities, even-as the wildfires
on the west coast have been raging for a month
on end. ‘

In one of the most recent displays of the
egregious lack of police accountability, a grand
jury handed down a decision on indictment
regarding the murder of Breonna Taylor on

*‘September 23. Only one of the three Louisville

Metro Police Department officers who opened
fire on March 13 was indicted, and even then,
it was not for his role in her death. Instead,
Brett Hankison was indicted for “wanton en-
dangerment” in opening fire from outside her
apartment, due to the risk it placed on the
people living in the apartment next door. The -
actions of the other two officers were deemed
justified. “Kentucky Attorney General Daniel

‘Cameron said neither Sgt. Jonathan Mattingly

nor Detective Myles Cosgrove were indicted
Wednesday because ‘Taylor’s boyfriend, Ken-
neth Walker, opened fire before they started
shooting” (WSB-TV Atlanta). The lawyer rep-
Tesenting her family immeédiately cried foul. “if
Brett Hankison’s behavior was wanton endan-
germent to people in neighboring apartments,
then it should have been wanton endangerment
in Breonna Taylor’s apartment too. In fact, it
should have been ruled wanton murder!” =

Closer to home, last month saw further up-

risings in response to the shooting of Jacob
Blake by members of the Kenosha Police
Department on August 23. That night saw fires,
broken windows, and looting at and around the
Kenosha County courthouse. The following day,
the county declared a state of emergency and
200 national guard members were deployed.
This could not quell the movement, and that
same night, a Department of Corrections build-
ing burned.

Things quickly turned darker on August 25,
when 3 protesters were shot by Kyle Ritten-
house, 2 of whom were killed. Shortly before
the shooting, KPD had been filmed giving water
to- counter-protestor "militias" and saying they
appreciated them being there. Kyle was then
not only able to walk towards the police line-
with his hands up despite shouts that he just
killed people, he was allowed through the line
and got home. _

‘The police response to protests against
police brutality only further shows why those
protests are necessary in the first place. Day
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Division of Adult Institutions

 Wisconsin Department of Corrections Employee Confirmed Cases (Lipdat

Bursan of Coerertionsl Enterprises ‘v :

Cerdral Office
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{Thip ;}-:zm Yallzy Corech anal Treatment Facility L
Erlamtia Dorectional Institution XL
Dadge Coesectionsl Institution 51

Tiug Abuse {mﬁaﬁﬁmai Canter

g

Felmers 0. Chansy Comectional Cznter

fo

Fowlake Cresctional Irstitution

Grean Bay Correctional lnstitution

| edan Comectionat Center i
Jackson Comectional Institution 2
John T, Burke Comectiong Canbsr i
¥aznoeha Comectional Center i
e tls Meraing Comrectional Instifation 0
tlarshall E. Shemsr Coerectional Center Z
$fwaukes fecure Deterdion ?acii%tg 4

| Milwahes Woman's Co;‘gas;ﬁs:inazi = 3L
S Lishon Onmmectiona] Iretitation F
Cahosh Comactiona lnstitution i1

Traifis da Chien Cosecticosl nstibation

Facine Dorrettional Institution 25
Racine Youthfd Offendsr Comactional Faciity Hy
Redpranite Corssctional institution 4
Robert E. Ellsworth Comsctional Center * o
Stanlzy Coesctional Irstitution 3
5t o Correctional Canter 1
Tayrhesdsh Comectional Institution 7w
Waupun Corectional Institation. 7
Winnehago Dorrsctional Center z
Wisronsin Secure Program Faciity 4
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several prisoners exhibiting flu-like symptoms

- and/or respiratory complications who are not

being tested. Please get in touch if you’d like to
speak out about your experiences of incarcera-
tion during a global pandemic, especially if you
are in an impacted facility.

ATTN: COVID-19 Behind Bars

Corcione Media LLC

P.0. Box 40062

Philadelphia, PA 19106

371872020 to 9/25/202

_COVID-19 Testing

FFUP COVID-19 Hotline: 414-207-9691

Forum For Understanding Prisons (FFUP)
created a hotline for people in Wisconsin DOC
with symptoms who are not getting tested. If

~you or someone you know is in that situation,

and Cases b
Updated: 9/25/20

call 414-207-9691. A volunteer will ask a series
of questions and pass your answers on. We've
put funds on that #, so anyone can call.

~ DateFilter -

v Facility and Date

" “-Recovered - —Released

: : P ;)_:Istéze N(;geés)?sve Total Tests Positive Positive Positive
. - } : - Cases Cases - Cases
Black River Correctional Canter ) i 228 225 1 G G
" Chippewa Vallay Correctional Treatment Faciif 2 6806 608 2 0 43
Columbia Correctional Institution ' 3 744 747 2 4] 1
Copper Lake Schooi/Lincoln Hills School ¢} 84 a4 D S0 o )
Dodge Correctional Institution 170 6,529 6,509 313 1 57
Drug Abuse Correctional Center X 380 381 4] 1 4]
Felmers O. Chaney Correctional Center ig9 128 147 18 i 0
Flambeau Correctional Center : y G 174 174 0" Do [
Fox Lake Correctional Institution & B 1,450 1,480 & G 6
Gordon Correctional Center % [ 86 .92 1 [ 3
Green Bay Correctional Institution i 304 2,432 2736 286 4 14
Grow Academy - : ® St s 2 4] ¢ Ty
lackson Corractional institution : C3 1,824 1827 3 ] o
fohn C. Burke Correctionai Center [*3 283 283 4] [+ e+ 1
Kenosha Correctional Center L G 12 102 0 o 0
Kettle Moraina Correctional institGtion 1220 2,473 2,585 39 3 B0
Marshall E, Sherrer Correctional Center . 5 48 51 % g, 4
MeNaughton Carrectional Center' . I 106 108 o i o
Milwaukee Sacure Detention Facility 21 1,667 1,688 i4 7 4]
Milwaukee Womens Correctional Center 22 159 191 21 RS | g
New Lisbon Correctional institution 55 2,103 2,158 82 6] 3
Oakhill Correctional Institution 1 885 88% LIS ) 4]
Oregon Corréctional Center ] 232 232 4] o 4]
Oshkosh Correctional Institution 27 2,337 2384 g e 18
Praitie du Chien Correctional Institution ' [ 630 630 4] & o
Racine Correctional Institution/Sturtevant Transitional Facility 2115 3,183 5.2988 108 i 5]
Racine Youthful Offender Correctionat Facility i ¢] 532 532 0 G 4]
Redgranite Correctional Institution : 2 1,247 1,249 2 G o
Robert E. Ellsworth Correctional Center 1 531 832 [ 1 0
Sanger B. Powers Correctional Center S 166 168 ke o 4]
St. Croix Correctional Center 1 117 18 1 & G
Stanley Correctional institution oo 1,898 1885 Rk k) 4]
Taycheedah Correctional institution 4 1,155 1,155 G 4] i
- Thempsen Correctionat Cantar &} 123 133 o o n

Waupun Correctional Institution 228 1,114 1,342 228 G 4
Winnebago Correctional Center B 294 294 e ] ]

-Wisconsin Secure Program Facliity .~ i B 8B4 agq 0 B 8

_Grand Totai 1,108 38,602 38,710 965 ig ig4 -

Test results are displayed in biue
Cases are displayed in orange

¥ The sum of Recovered Positive Cases, Released Posi

tive Cases, and Active Positive Cases equals the sum of Positive Tests.
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here.
m a man that loves my partner and friend’s
trying to always make them proud
Mourning their losses still, years later
“Who Am I”
I Am A Man that loves and fears God,
Always striving to do the right thing .
I Am A Man who work hard to provide for
my family and faithful to my partner
“WhoAMT” .~ ;
I AM Man Who Volunteers to help the
Elders who are in need. :
I Am a pet lover, finding comfort and solace in
the serenity of our pets. _
I not asking anyone to forget the mistakes I .
made. - : o '
But please Remember, It’s not who I Am.
Brother’s Despair
by Virgil Marison o o
Brother, our brother, why do you cry?
What are these tears that we want to dry?
You weep for humanity? '
You fear for its sanity?
All the pain and war?
All the starving and poor?
Brother, our brother, what can we do?
Tell us how, so that we may help you!
What can we do to make it all better?
How can we make your burden a feather?
Tell us what will dry your tears
And prevent their fall in future years.
Brother, our brother, we must not fight?
_ Nor war, nor hurt others for spite? . . ..
We must stop our senseless hoarding
And work to feed the poor and starving?
And what about the way we live?
Why must we tolerate others and give?
Brother, our brother, why do you turn your
back? o
What have you found that we must lack?
Brother, please, we don’t understand
Why despair fills the burdened way you stand.
Tell us, Brother, why should we change?
Why must we learn a way of life that’s strange?

COVID-19 INFORMATION

Numbers
According to the Wisconsin Department of

~ Heath Services, as of September 27, 2020, there

have been 115,862 positive cases of COVID-
19, with 7,095 people having been hospital-
ized. This is an increase of 2,217 positive cases

" from the previous day. There have also been

1,399,218 negative test results, for a total of
1,515,080 tests performed and a positive rate of
approximately 7%. An estimated 1,281 deaths
are attributed to-COVID-19 in the state. In to-
tal, an estimated 82.4% of the population test-
ing positive in Wisconsin have recovered from

The DOC reports a cumulative total of 1,108
incarcerated people testing positive, with 905
of those having recovered. Unfortunately, we
know people in prison are denied COVID-19
tests and that it is impossible to socially distance
given the conditions and structures of confine-
ment. The DOC is also reported to be moving
people between facilities without waiting for
test results, which actively promotes the sprea
of the virus. Recent outbreaks have taken place
in the past month, with 135 positive test re-
sults on August 21. Outbreaks have centered
in Green Bay, Dodge, Kettle Moraine, Racine,
Oshkosh and New Lisbon.

As of@tgmber 25, 2020, 338 WI DOC staﬁ)
have reporting testing positive for COVID-19,
with 263 having recovered. See chart on next
page, as well as 30 positive cases in the Divi-

S,

sion of Community Corrections and 8 at Cop-

per Lake/Lincoln Hills prison for children. Staff
numbers are self-reported, so there are likely
higher numbers due to underreporting.
COVID-19 Behind Bars’

COVID-19 Behind Bars is an independent

_journalism project tracking jails, prisons, deten-

tion centers, and other facilities of incarcera-
tion impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. An
impacted area may not have confirmed pos-
itive cases of COVID-9, but they may have
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